2008 Call To Convention

Johnson County Republican Party

County Convention
Pursuant to the laws of the State of Iowa and the Constitution of the Republican Party of Iowa, it is ordered by the Johnson County Republican Central Committee that a Republican County Convention be held in Iowa City, IA on March 8, 2008 at the West High School Auditorium.

The County Convention will conduct the following business.

A. Elect 78 delegates and 39 alternate delegates to the District Caucuses and State Republican Convention.

B. Create a County Platform

C. Elect District Committee Members

You are further notified of the following schedule of Republican Party Events:

· March 15 --  District Committee Meeting, Mt. Pleasant, First United Methodist
· April 19 – District Convention – West High School, Iowa City
· June 13 – District Presidential Caucuses, Des Moines
· June 14 –State Convention –Hy-Vee Hall, Des Moines

Johnson County Republican Events Schedule
· March 4 – Mark Steyn Lecture at Cornell College

· March 8 – Karl Rove Lecture at University of Iowa
· March 11 – Johnson County Republican Spaghetti Dinner
· June --  North Liberty Fun Days Parade, dates TBA

· July 4 –4th of July Parades – Various Johnson County Towns

· July – Johnson County Fair

· August –Reagan Society Dinner, date TBA

We look forward to seeing everyone at the Convention.  Only together, can our county party work towards achieving the goals of electing Republicans across the state in 2008
Sincerely,

Bill Keettel




Cynthia Michel

Chair, Johnson County Republican Party
Secretary, Johnson County Republican Party
2008 Johnson County Republican Convention
March 8, 2008
West High School

Agenda

8:30 a.m.
Credentials Committee begins Check-In of Delegates



Platform Committee Meeting (if needed)



Rules Committee Meeting (if needed)

9:00 a.m.
1. Welcome Comments



2. Call To Order by Temporary Chair



3.  Presentation of Colors



4.  Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag



5.  Invocation



6.  Election of Permanent Chair and Secretary




(Junior Delegates will be dismissed to their convention)



7.  Report of Committee on Rules



8.  Report of Committee on Credentials



9.  Election of:




1 Member to District Rules Committee




1 Member to District Permanent Organization Committee




1 Member to District Credentials Committee



10. Nominations for Delegates to District and State Conventions.

10:00 a.m.  
Deadline for submission of Amendments to proposed County Platform (Platform Committee Meeting)

10:00 a.m.      
10.  Campaign and Republican Party Representatives 



11.  Report of Committee on Platform, Platform Debate

12.  Report of Junior Delegate Convention and Presentation of

       Junior Delegate Platform Plank.

                      
12.  Election of:

2 Members to District Platform Committee



13. Other Business




Announcements

1:00 p.m 
14. Adjournment

**The Convention will pause throughout the course of the day to allow candidates an opportunity to speak to the Convention**

2008 JOHNSON COUNTY REPUBLICAN PARTY COUNTY CONVENTION RULES

1.  The County Convention shall be governed by Roberts Rules of Order, Revised.

2.  These rules may be suspended only by a two-thirds vote of the Convention.

3.  If a roll call or a division vote is necessary, the vote shall first be taken by a show of hands, then by a standing vote.

     If a question still remains in doubt, a secret ballot vote shall be conducted.

4.  No precinct shall be allowed to vote by the unit rule.  Only the votes of those delegates present and voting shall be 

     allowed.  No proxy voting.

5.  A majority shall consist of one more than one-half of those voting.  No fractional votes are allowed.

6.  There shall be no change in the vote after such vote has been cast, except that any delegate may challenge the correctness

     of the count.  No vote can be challenged once the announced vote total has been accepted.

7.  A Nominating Committee shall be chosen by the Convention Chair and shall submit for ratification a list of

     Nominees for consideration as delegates for the District and State Conventions.  Amendments must be seconded and must

     receive a majority vote for adoption.  Alternate delegates will be eligible to serve as voting delegates in the order in

     Which they are submitted by the NC, and elected by the Convention. 

8.  The NC shall also submit a list of persons to the Convention for consideration as Junior Delegate to the District and State

     Conventions.  The report of the NC may be amended from the floor of the Convention.  Amendments must be seconded

     and must receive a majority vote for adoption. 

9.  The number of Delegates, Alternate Delegates and Junior Delegates submitted by the NC shall be no more than allowed

      by the State Republican Party.  RPI has set this number at 78 delegates / 39 alternate delegates.

10. Any eligible elector of Johnson County registered with the Republican Party may be considered for election as a

      delegate to the District and State Conventions.

11.  Amendments to the proposed Platform of the Johnson County Republican Party must be submitted in writing.   Amendments shall 

      
     be submitted to the Convention Secretary by 10:00 a.m. on the day of the County Convention.  For an amendment to be adopted, it 

     must 
receive a majority vote.

12. Consideration of the platform shall be by section, and there shall be no debate or separate vote on an individual plank of 

      the platform unless an amendment to that particular plank has been filed.  Any amendment to add sections to, or delete

      sections from, or to significantly change existing Platform Planks of the proposed County Platform as presented by the 

      Platform Committee, will be in order if submitted to the Convention Secretary or their designate by 10:00 a.m. on the day of the 

      County Convention. 

13. Amendments should be typed, or legibly written, on an 8 ½” by 11 inch sheet of paper or using the

      Platform Amendment submission form.  Each proposed amendment may address only one issue.      

      Each proposed amendment must be signed by no fewer than FIVE delegates representing no fewer than three precincts.

14. Debate on any amendment to the platform will be limited to 4 minutes.  There will no more than 2 speakers in support of    

      or in opposition to an amendment with each speaker being allowed no more than 1 minute.  The presenter of the 

      amendment is given the first minute of debate.

15. At the time of adjournment, only the sections of the platform that have been voted on and passed, will become part of the

      County Platform and submitted to the District Platform Committee.  The County Platform shall be made public on the JCR 

      Website and in print form.

16. The County Convention will elect 1 person to serve on the District Rules committee, 1 person to serve on the District 

      Credentials Committee, 1 person to serve on the Permanent Organization committee, and 2 people to serve on the District 

      Platform Committee.       

17. The Credentials Committee will be appointed by the Johnson County Republican Chair.  The Credentials Committee

      Chair shall submit a list of official voting delegates to the County Convention Chair at the time the County Convention is

      brought to order.  Substitution of alternates to serve as official voting delegates for absent delegates will occur at that

      time.  Subsequent substitution of alternates for departing delegates shall be made by the County Convention Chair upon

      notification of their departure by the Credentials Committee Chair.

18. The County Convention shall be called to order at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday March 8, 2008 at West High School.  Adjournment

      shall occur either when the Convention has completed all business or a quorum is no longer present as required..

19. A $5.00 delegate fee must be paid before a person will be seated as a delegate at the County Convention.

20. All individuals who desire to be delegates to the District and State Conventions must pay the $40.00 delegate fee 

      as required by the State Republican Party on or before the District Convention.   (Payable to the Johnson County Republican Party).

21. Quorum - To vote on any issue, there must be present and voting, 1/3 the number of the delegates seated at 9:00a.m.

22. Chairs of the Convention Rules, Platform, Credentials, Nominations, and Permanent Organization committees will be

      appointed by the Johnson County Republican Chair.  Any eligible registered Republican elector in Johnson County shall 

      be eligible to serve.                                     

Proposed Platform of the 2008 Johnson County Republican Party

Preamble
The strength of our nation lies with the individual and each person’s dignity, freedom, ability and responsibility must be honored. We believe in equal rights, equal justice and equal opportunity for all, regardless of race, creed, sex, age or disability. We believe free enterprise and encouraging individual initiative have brought this nation opportunity, economic growth and prosperity.  We believe government must practice fiscal responsibility and allow individuals to keep more of the money they earn. We believe the proper role of government is to provide for the people only those critical functions that cannot be performed by individuals or private organizations, and that the best government is that which governs least. We believe the most effective, responsible and responsive government is government closest to the people. We believe Americans must retain the principles that have made us strong while developing new and innovative ideas to meet the challenges of changing times. We believe Americans value and should preserve our national strength and pride while working to extend peace, freedom and human rights throughout the world. Finally, we believe the Republican Party is the best vehicle for translating these ideals into positive and successful principles of government.

1.   National Security (Unanimous)
1.1 We recognize the proper role of government is to defend this country domestically and internationally.

1.2 We fully support President George W. Bush’s course of action at home and abroad, specifically in the Middle East.

1.3 We fully support the educational training, financial counseling, medical, and family support, home and abroad, for active duty and returning veterans.

1.4 We support the finest medical service available for active duty members and veterans.

2.   Life (Unanimous)
2.1  We stand for the culture of life. Our history and culture entitles all persons to human life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. We believe this right is fully extended to the mother as well as unborn, and we as a party will utilize all constitutional processes to insure those rights are preserved and extended from conception and until natural death.

2.2  We oppose abortion as a method for birth control.

3.    2nd Amendment Rights (Unanimous)
3.1  We agree with the Second amendment that citizens shall be allowed to keep and bear arms. This is the second defense of freedom. This is fundamental to the protection of individual citizens, to protect their own lives and property.

4.    Immigration (Unanimous)
4.1  This is a nation of immigrants, and therefore we support legal immigration.

4.2  We believe that all should abide by our laws. We should work to end illegal immigration by holding responsible both the illegal immigrants and those that employ them. We will use all appropriate constitutional means to further protect and defend our borders.

4.3  We also call for legislation that would prevent the automatic granting of citizenship to children who are born on American soil to people who are illegally in this country.

5.    Fiscal Responsibility (Unanimous)
5.1  The Republican philosophy stands for reducing the size of government, cutting excessive government spending and balancing the budget. To this end, governors and the president should have the line-item veto, and earmarks should be illegal. 

6.    Taxation (Results Below)
6.1  We stand for the elimination of the income tax (repealing the 16th amendment) and its replacement with the “Fair Tax” proposal which is a sales tax on purchases at the Federal and State level. This system would include allowances for basic necessities such as food, housing and healthcare. (8 Yes, 5 No, 1 Abstention)
6.2  We are opposed to any increase in tax rates in the state of Iowa, without express approval by a vote of the people. (Unanimous)

6.3  We are opposed to the elimination of federal deductibility on the Iowa income tax. (Unanimous)
7.    Private Property Rights (Unanimous)
7.1  We adamantly oppose use of eminent domain to take property from one owner to transfer it to another private party instead of using it for public purposes such as roads, pipelines, or transmission lines.  Further, we believe any “taking” which diminishes an owner's right to utilize private property, not just an actual transfer of ownership, should result in just compensation.
8.    Marriage Amendment (Unanimous)
8.1  We stand for traditional marriage: One man, and one woman. We also support a constitutional amendment to that end.
9.    Education (Unanimous)
9.1  We want the best educated citizens in the world. We believe the best way to accomplish this is to trust parents with the choices regarding their children’s education. Hence, we believe in vouchers for public, private, and religious schools. And, we believe those same vouchers should be extended to those who choose to home school their children. Furthermore, we support the continuation and expansion of the State of Iowa’s Non-Public School Student Tuition Organization Tax Credit legislation.

9.2  We do not believe in social promotion in the education system.

9.3  We support the accountability in the president’s “No Child Left Behind” program.

9.4  In a commitment to the heritage of the citizens of these United States, we believe that the study of all major religions is the fundamental cornerstone in the understanding of cultures past and present, and, as such, support the insertion of this course into our publicly funded school systems. Only with an unwavering and full-fledged commitment to this undertaking will the restoration of the moral direction and social savvy of the future generations be possible. We acknowledge the extreme sensitivity this proposal is fraught with, but maintain that the benefits derived from these lessons would vastly outweigh any issues that we would encounter. 
10.  Federalism (Unanimous)
10.1  We believe in the appointment of judges at all levels that will strictly interpret our constitution  and laws, and not legislate from the bench.

11.  Right to Work (Unanimous)
11.1  We support and maintain Iowa’s Right to Work law that includes the freedom to join or not join any union or association related to the workplace, private and government, and free to pay or not pay dues to any union or association as part of employment.

  12.  Faith Based Programs (Unanimous)
  12.1  We believe in faith based programs that enhance character, citizenship, promote patriotism and public service in general. Examples of such programs would include: scouting and church focused efforts directed to meet community needs in the prevention of drug use, hunger, and housing needs. Further examples of this can be encouraged and enhanced through the Foster Parent program, the Boys and Girls clubs, and the Big Brother and Big Sisters programs.

13.   Values (Unanimous)
  13.1   We believe in the enforcement of federal obscenity and pornography laws, and we believe in protecting our children through the strictest possible restrictions on sex offenders.

  14.   Language (Unanimous)
  14.1   Recognizing that a common language is essential for a united nation, we support English, by statute, as the official language of the Unites States of America.
15.   Healthcare (Unanimous)
15.1   We believe in a health care system that is competitively based in the private sector. We further believe that all small businesses and individuals be allowed to group pool for large group rates. In addition, we believe that insurance companies nationwide should be able to bid group rates in each and every state. We support shifting health care to universal usage of Health Savings Accounts (HSAs) by making contributions to such accounts 100% tax deductible in the current form of taxation. Furthermore, we believe in the primacy of the doctor/patient relationship in determining treatment choices, and we whole-heartedly believe in preventative care medicine promoting a healthier lifestyle.

16.  Voting Rights/Procedure (Unanimous)

16.1   We believe in a fair and legal election process, wherein a voter must register with a valid photo ID. 

16.2   Convicted felons should be required to apply to have voting rights restored following review by an established review panel.
17.  Social Security (Unanimous)

17.1   We support changes that would allow citizens options within the Social Security system which allows for investment through personal retirement accounts. 

18.   Energy (Unanimous)
18.1   We are committed to eliminating our dependence on oil. We will work to research and fund all alternative energy sources, such as nuclear, wind, solar and biomass.  We support the redesign of the electric power grid to facilitate the efficient transmission of energy from point of generation to point of use on an integrated nationwide system. 

19.  Agriculture (Results Below)
19.1   For Iowa to maintain its role as the national leader in bio-fuels production, the state should promote research to help identify improvements in the bio-fuels process. The research should focus on energy efficiencies, process water conservancy, enhanced co-products and maximizing the use of soybean meal and distillers grain in the livestock industry. (7 Yes, 1 No)
19.2   We support a farm bill that allows individual farmers to raise a crop and sell it for a sufficient profit to reduce government subsidies. We oppose any subsidies for those not actively in farming and working the land. (6 Yes, 2 No)
19.3   National policy should protect livestock producers from unfair market practices, domestically and internationally. (7 yes, 1 no)
19.4   Crop and animal husbandry decisions and production practices should be decided by the individual farmers who care for their land and animals every day, not the state or federal government. (Unanimous)
19.6   The state should make a commitment to enhance water quality in Iowa by developing watershed plans and programs that encourage education and demonstration of proven, voluntary practices that protect water quality. (Unanimous)
20.  State’s Rights (Unanimous)
20.1   We support the 9th amendment, wherein all powers not explicitly given to the federal government by the constitution in domestic matters, belong to the states and the people.

21.  Civil Rights (Unanimous)
21.1   We remind all Americans that the Republican Party was founded on the civil rights issue of slavery abolition, and that a higher percentage of Republican congressmen voted for the Civil Rights Act of 1965 than did Democrat congressmen. We stand for civility, tolerance and equal rights for all American citizens, but oppose affirmative action quotas, reverse discrimination and so called “Speech Codes” which are really attempts to censor free speech.

22.  Term Limits (Unanimous)
22.1   Our belief in a citizen legislative process requires our support of term limits for state offices in Iowa, and rests on our fervent hope that limits could similarly be implemented in Congress.  

23. Republican Party and Commendations (Unanimous)

23.1. We commend the men and women of our military, as well as civilian contractors and workers, for their willingness to put their life in harm’s way defending the liberties and freedoms we enjoy today. 
23.2   We give profound thanks to the members of our police, fire, and emergency services for their sacrifice and outstanding commitment to our communities and our nation as a whole.
23.3 
We resolve to work to elect Republican candidates who support the party platform which is a reflection of the beliefs of the grassroots of the party. 

23.4 
We demand an end to gender-specific offices in the Republican Party. 

23.5 We support continuation of Iowa's First in the Nation presidential caucuses.
23.6   We give our heartfelt thanks and appreciation to President Bush, Vice President Cheney, Senator Charles Grassley, Representative Steve King, and Representative Tom Latham for their continued dedication and service to not only the citizens of Johnson County, but all of Iowa.

23.6 We commend Secretary Bill Northey, State Auditor David Vaught Sen. Jim Hahn, Rep. Jeff Kaufmann, and Rep. Sandra Greiner for their dedication and service to the state of Iowa.  

23.7 We would like to give our heartfelt thanks to recently deceased, former State Senator Richard Drake for his commitment to the principles of the Republican Party.
23.8    Be it resolved that the Johnson County Republican Party recognizes the outstanding care provided to premature infants by the University of Iowa neonatal intensive care unit. We further acknowledge that the UIHC’s survival rates of 69%, 77%, and almost 95% for 23, 24, and 26 week premature infants respectively, are among the best in the nation.  We therefore are disheartened by and vehemently oppose abortion of viable unborn premature infants in Iowa and elsewhere.  We affirm our belief that society has a responsibility to protect the most vulnerable among us, namely, premature infants.

Platform Committee Members
Bob Anderson (Chair) 
James Butters  

Mike Cavanaugh                    Jim Dane                   

Jeff Graham                            Leon Lyvers                    
         

Jim Nepola                             Don Racheter                     


Chuck Seberg                         Edgar Thornton        

Carl Williams                         Christian Williams  

Dave Yansky                          Lindsey Helsper

Nick Helsper


Johnson County Republican Convention

Platform Amendment

Submission Form

Amendments must be signed by FIVE delegates from THREE different precincts.
Name____________________

Signers:    __________
 ___________


Precinct__________________


     __________
___________









        __________

